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Levi Nupponen : an international 
lifestyle while working in a dynamic 

and innovative industry, thanks to his 
Bachelor of Horticultural Science 

Degree. 
 

 

 

With such an in-demand degree, you can expect things will move quickly after 
graduation. They certainly did for Levi. 
 

A job came up straight away and he was sent to the Netherlands where for 3 months, 
he trained in climate controlled horticulture. This prepared him for his return to 
Australia and a role managing the country’s largest and most technically advanced 
glasshouse operation. 
 

“ My degree was fantastic training for that position,”  said Levi, “ It was a great 
stepping stone into an industry that’s always evolving.”  
 

Today, two years since graduating, Levi is working for a major global agribusiness 
firm that targets its research and technology at sustainable agriculture. 
 

The job is incredibly varied. One day he’s providing technical support to growers or 
assessing new plant varieties. The next, he’s helping clients put together business 
plans and product presentations. 
 

In such an international industry, travel is always on the agenda, like regular product 
management trips to Europe. 
 

“ It’s a fantastic part of the job,”  said Levi, “ It means I get to talk to global experts 
about everything I do. It’s the best way to learn more.”  
 

He had a similar experience while studying for his degree, “ My lecturers were often 
world leaders in their field and they took pride in the quality of their teaching. Their 
knowledge was really stimulating and they shared it in a friendly way.”  
 

 
Wherever Kim had thought her Ag Science degree would take her, she’s still amazed by 
all the things it has allowed her to do. 
 

“ In just four years I’ve worked in the lab, in the field, in research institutes. I’ve lived 
surrounded by desert, in the tropics, under a Communist government and in a mainly 
Islamic country. I can hardly believe how much I’ve done,”  Kim says. 
 

At the same time Kim also managed to learn Mandarin and become fluent in Bahasa 
Indonesia. 
 

“ The key to all this for me was how the Sydney Uni Ag Science degree gave training in 
such a broad range of disciplines,”  she says, “ It means I can draw on whatever is 
relevant depending on the task at hand.”  
 

After graduating, and with the help of her fourth year honours supervisor, Kim applied for 
and received a place in the government-funded ‘Australian Youth Ambassadors for 
Development’  program. As a result she was soon in China where she helped study natural 
disease resistance in plants. 
 

Between jobs overseas, Kim has also worked as a quality control officer for Woolworths 
and conducted chemical trials in a commercial orchard. 
 

“ Right now I’m really keen to go deeper into rural development,”  she says, “ I want to use 
what I’ve learned to improve agricultural management in developing countries and 
thereby reduce poverty.”  
 

 
 

Kim-Yen Phan-Thien : Travelling 
while expanding her skills into 
unexpected areas, thanks to her 
degree in Agricultural Science 

majoring in Horticulture. 
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Amelia Martyn : Unravelling the 
mysteries of seed germination and 
protecting some of the most fragile 
Australians, thanks to her degree in 

Horticultural Science. 

 

We often hear the bad new about what’s happening in Australia’s natural 
environment. But if you want to hear some good news, talk to Amelia. She’s working 
on a project called SeedQuest where every year she’s helping collect, store and 
research the seeds of 250 Australian plant species. 
 

Amelia’s work is important for all Australians right now but absolutely invaluable for 
the future. 
 

“ My job is a natural extension of my passion for Australian native plants,”  she says, 
“ I’m so lucky being part of such a dedicated team of horticultural scientists.”  
 

The team is stationed at the beautiful Mount Annan Botanic Garden near Camden in 
New South Wales. There they work to preserve Australia’s many unique plants and 
one approach is by ‘domesticating’  them – figuring out the real mysteries of how they 
germinate and flourish. They’ve done this with Flannel Flowers, Waratahs and even 
the Wollemi Pine. 
 

Right after graduating, Amelia worked in a research lab but soon realised she wanted 
the full spectrum of research experience, from collecting samples to analysing data 
and communicating results. And now, that’s exactly what she’s doing. 
 

“ My Horticultural Science degree prepared me to work anywhere in the field I 
wanted to,”  Amelia says, “ The classes were small, the lecturers were really 
approachable and the range of subjects was great.”  
 

Now Amelia is doing vital work she loves in conserving Australia’s natural heritage. 
 

 


